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Editorial

Welcome to the first issue of “Seachange” — a shedteinic newsletter — requested by you
about spearfishing, issues which impact on you, and betefitau. “Seachange” has been
compiled by the Australian national and state groupsviatlg the recent AGM and you can see
we are positive and strongly promoting new social mestijes and increased involvement of
all skindivers (not just competition). In this firstugs | am delighted to report on some
successes with the recent win at court on Grey Nargenew project funding for the AUF and
also recognise our champions and ongoing supporters. Pieagate this newsletter and
encourage you friends to get involved and join the AUF or thigen a gift membership (see gift
offer below) and if you don't get involved we all knovetfuture is certain to include more
restrictions and closures.

Benefits — Join now

Do you want to learn from the let National or State Chairs (contact
experts and catch more and bigger fish  details at -http//www.aut-
in the future? spearfishing.com.au/public/contacts/contacts.ﬂfﬂd
let us know whether you would pay
Do you want to be part of a great $25 a year or $70 for 3 years as a
group of people who love diving and social member of the AUF ?
the ocean?
Special offer for the first 20 social
Do you want 10% discount of members for 3 years (a free 2008
Legendary Skindiving Equipment? Fantastic Fish Calendar- normally
$19.95

If you said yes or if you are worried by Contact Sue Dockar 02 9543 4907
current threats to our sport then please
<> <> K> K>S < <> SIS K> K> <SS <> <><

What the AUF does for you

More information —  http://www.auf.com.au http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au
http://usfa.com.au/ http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/
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Project Update Great - We want you: i BT Bt
Australian Shark Count — To get involved R
The AUF has received a . learn s
$73,000 grant from the . be rewarded
commonwealth govt for - More next issue
education and monitoring. including great

“Shark” wetsuits to

give away

We won a court case- Grey Nurse Sharks

This is fantastic news- the recreational fishers andrdihave finally had a win (or at least have
not lost 18 areas to all fishing activities). It camewsyencost of time and over $130,000 in legal
costs.

Full transcript-http://www.nccnsw.org.au/index.php?option=com_docman&task=dew&qid=537

See the media release from the winning Recfish Ausfjalized by the AUF and NSW)-
http://www.recfish.com.au/hot_topics/media.html

See the media release from the losing conservatopgr
http://www.nccnsw.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&taisw&id=1976&Itemid=1

Position vacant

Do you want to make a difference? As part of a Commugnant we have advertised for a part
time AUF Executive officer. Closed"November. More at
http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/administration/documentsittients.php

Cairns Post
@ TG
BALLTODAY

Shark attack- a spearfisher on a Coral Sea
charter was bitten on the leg in October
2007.

More information at
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,23599,22586725-1@d&itml

Tournament accreditation- the Blue = Austrung g_ewat
Water Classic was the first ~—Freediving Class
spearfishing tournament to be
accredited with 4 stars. Several other
competitions are currently assessing.
More athttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spearfishing

More information —  http://www.auf.com.au http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au
http://usfa.com.au/ http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/
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National titles- See previous winners from the 1950s to 2006 -
http://www.auf.com.au/HTML/spearfishing.htm

Latest information on the next competition at Wollongan January 2008
http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/public/events/events.php

World bluewater champion- AUF diver wins World Bluewater in October 2007- lan
Puckeridge a 6 times Australian champion has done it dgairmore information see articles
at the end of this newsletter or gohtibp://www.20fathoms.com/

National and State Updates
Great achievements in 2005-6 with unity and progress. Faefudirts of the AGM go to
http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/administration/docunidotiments.php

Marine Park Policy (Recfish Australia). Will this help divers or does it need changes. Let
us know What you think?
http://www.recfish.com.au/policies/index.html

Hot websites and Exclusive video

Want to see some great video images of wahoo and snappespeargd. Go to:
http://www.spearfishingdownunder.com.au/

Find out about blue water species and spearing in WA
http://www.bluewaterfreediversofwa.com/index.htm

Perceived strengths and threats to the future of spearfisng

Strengths of our sport Threats to our sport
People in AUF administration Reduced access
AUF Clubs and members Legal
Recfish, NEATfish, AAT, one voice Politics
Sustainability Safety
IFSN & SDU
History (1948)

Bargain Benefit

Divers are always after great quality at the 2. TORELLI KNIFE (5003)

best price. The AUF is proud to work with Was-AUb$66-60Now AUD$40.00
our supporters such as Legendary http://www.legendary.com.au/
Skindiving Equipment to offer benefits. | 03 9387 8491

have used this knife for the past 7 months
and it is a beauty. Buy one for yourself and
one for a friend for Christmas or as a spare

More information —  http://www.auf.com.au http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au
http://usfa.com.au/ http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/
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Our members are leaders

September. They were Dr Matt Koopman (Vic),
Craig Shepherd (NSW) and Chad Lunlow (QId).
Look out for future state and national course and

apply

The AUF had 3 young potential leaders attend a
course run by Recfish Australia in Darwin in

AUF Spearfishing Code of conduct

Spearfishing is a healthy outdoor activity that provides exarise, enjoyment, competition and a
feed of fresh fish. The following is strongly recommeret by the Australian Underwater
Federation to ensue fish for the future.

1. Safetyfor myself and others is the first priority (maintaitméss and first aid training, never
hyperventilate, carry safety equipment and if possible witrea buddy). If you are under 15 years of
age you should be supervised by an adult.

2. Sustainability of marine life is necessary to ensure fish for the &tuwill take only what | need
and will KNOW and obey fisheries and marine park retjpa (In future as part of accreditation a
short test may be required to check your knowledge). Asnateair | will NOT sell fish or other
marine life and will REPORT those undertaking illegahdiies.

3. Education is important and | will inform people about the sédigut of spearfishing and will also
help new and younger divers to learn this breathtaking sportstidMegly suggest that you join the
Australian Underwater Federatiomeww.auf.com.ator (telephone Sue Dockar 02 9543 4907).

For the full AUF Code of Conduct go to
http://www.auf.com.au/PDF%20Files/CODECOND _.pdf

AUF proudly supported by:

More information —  http://www.auf.com.au http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au
http://usfa.com.au/ http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/
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EDITOR- Dr Adam Smith
National Chair
spearfishing@auf.com.au 0418726584

A joke from
http://www.ukdivers.net/misc/jokes.htm

The dive boats sinking!

A dive boat runs into a terrible storm. The boat gets
pounded by rain and wind and huge waves. The
divers are quiet but really scared. They are sure the
boat is going to sink and they are all going to die. At
the height of the storm, a young woman diver jumps
up and exclaims:

"I can't take this anymore! | can't just sit here and
drown like an animal. If | am going to die, let me die
feeling like a woman. Is there anyone here man
enough to make me feel like a woman?" .........

The Diving Officer stands up - a tall, handsome,
muscular man (well it is a joke!), he smiles and starts
to walk up to her. As he approaches her, he takes off
his shirt. She sees his huge muscles....... and
prominent six pack.

He stands in front of her, muscles bulging, shirt in

hand and says to her: "Here! Iron this!".

More information —  http://www.auf.com.au

http://usfa.com.au/

Next issue — guest editor and NEWS please let
us know what you think about the format and
content

David Welch
Queensland Chair
David.welch@jcu.edu.au 0414897490

RECOGNISING OUR CHAMPIONS

— for making a difference

1. lan Puckeride- for winning the world
bluewater in Mexio

2. Simon Longbottom and Barry Paxmg
for reinvigorating AUF membership in
WA

3. Craig, Matt and Chad for leadership
(see story above)

4. Dr Marcus Lincoln Smith for his
expert evidence in the Grey Nurse Sha
case

5. Paul Dorfstatter from Legendary for
supporting national teams, events and
10% to all AUF members

k

http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au

http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/

n
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NATIONAL and STATE Records

National records are inforantion on how to claim them is av  ailable on the AUF website at www.auf-
spearfishing.com.au (and we hope that state records will al so be added soon)

If you have caught a great fish than check it out
Application form and fee of $10 applies

In 2006/7,31 record applications were received in the past 12 monthsubsequently accepted
as A.U.F. National Spearfishing Records by National Risc@fficer Greg Pickering.

For some of these recent catches there is also a ptiathed

For example check Brett’s blue marlin at
http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/public/records/record_view2ggonrdID=562
and the blackspot tuskfish captured by Craig at
http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au/public/records/record_view2ggonrdiD=560

Here is a selection of National Records
Note- some states also have separate on-line records
For example WAAttp://www.bluewaterfreediversofwa.com/files/WAspearfishingrecords.htm

Coronation Trout Andrew Sprenger 7.450kg
Northern Threadfin Barry Paxman 2.700kg
Long Tailed Tuna Tony Heugh 21.760kg
Long Snout Boarfish Simon Trippe 4.575kg
Black-spot Goatfish Davin Smith 2.075kg
Black and Gold Sea Perch Simon Trippe 4.000kg
Blackfin Barracuda Tim Neilsen 29.200kg
Shark Mackerel Tim McDonald 12.240kg
Wahoo Ashley Boler 50.000kg
Scarlet Sea Perch Tony Humphreys 11.500kg
Rough Leatherjacket Jack Hannan 1.130kg
Buffalo Emperor Scot Evans 8.800kg
Black Spot Tuskfish Craig Whalley 16.600kg
Blue Marlin Brett Vercoe 78.000kg

More information —

http://www.auf.com.au

http://usfa.com.au/

http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au

http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/




Seachange Newsletter 2007-1 7
AUF Mission: Bring sport, conservation and awareness to the underwater world

2007 World CUP Blue Water Meet
Photos and article by Mike Mc Guire

As the story was told to me, the history of this blue
water meets started with Terry Mass and all the
excitement he bought to the blue water adventure. He
hosted a couple of very exciting events in the La Paz
area that had some very unique rules and focused only
on taking limited quantities of quality pelagic-blue
water fish. Few other blue water meets real came
close to Terry's original meets until last year, when
Dennis Haussler (the winner of Terry's 2 meets in the
lapaz area) hosted the first World Invitational Blue
Water Meet in La Ventana Baja Mexico. The 2006
meet was a huge success and the 2007 meet, which |
just got back from, was even better.

The meet was Oct 8-12, 4 days of diving with a rest
day in-between. The same fun rules are used, where
only Blue Water species are allowed and only 1 fish
per species per day. We dive in pairs, with 2 divers
per ponga.

The Isla of Cerralvo is the main hunting area;
however the local coast, blue water, and many FADs
make for a very interesting mix. Long heavy tuna
guns are used as well as many of the new long rail
guns. Bungee lines attached to floats are also a must.
The water was 82 degrees and the visibility ranged
from 50’-150’. We had 1 rough day, but the last 3
were mostly glassy. Co-organizer Tim Hatler at La
Palapas tim@palapasventana.com stepped up to the
job of making everything a step better then the year
before: Pongas, drivers- all trained, food,
accommodations, A/C, weigh in, awards.... All first
class. A very special thanks to Tim.

Although this is a competition and the prizes are
spectacular, | really come for the opportunity to dive
with, meet and learn from some of the best blue water
spearos and fishermen in the world. The stories,
comradery, and opportunity to learn in this
environment are perfect. Countries and regions
represented at this years event included: The US,
Guam, Australia, Canada, and the Netherlands

The diving started every morning at 7am and you
needed to be back on the beach by 4pm. On the first
day of diving the wind was up and it made for a
sloppy day of diving. James Hardesty a new comer to
the blue water made the best of it and put a nice jack
on the board for first place. As the weather improved
to near perfect the next day everyone started stepping
up with some nice catches. Top honours went to last
years champ lan Puckeridge with a sailfish, milk fish,
and a dorado. lan would now be tough to catch but
with 2 days left anything was possible. Day #3 | was
lucky enough to land a sailfish, tuna and a dorado. 3
nice fish and almost enough to catch lan. The third
also saw many other great catches including Craig
Classen with a nice sailfish and Dave Sheldon with a

More information —  http://www.auf.com.au

49 |b rooster fish. The forth and final day could have
moved any one into first place as 3 good fish were
very possible.

And 3 + good fish were landed but not by one diver.
lan closed the door on everyone with a 57 |b rooster
and a wahoo. Dave Sheldon and GR Tarr also shot
some beautiful wahoo. More dorado were seen and
shot this meet then ever before. After all the fisre
weighed in, the scores of the top 3 looked something
like this:

lan Puckeridge 196.25

Mike McGuire 97.2

Dave Sheldon 55.65

The first 2 places were cash awards and all theofest
the divers got to pick from the best equipment display
you could imagine. A very special thank you to all the
sponsor’s who donated these fine awards. They
include Riffe, Aim Right-Wong guns, Sea sniper,
Pelaj , Orca, Rob Allen - Florida Freedivers , La
Palapas, Aqualung America -Sunto and Dees
Diamond Flashers.

This meet has also taken on a new dimension of the
supporting the local school. Tim with La Palapas and
Dennis Haussler meet organizer each donated $400
and extra fish were sold to raise another $ 6 00, for a
total of almost 1400$ . This money goes to rebuilding
shade areas, bathrooms, classrooms and buying
supplies.

| believe all the divers were left with a good feelirig o
supporting this little community and | know they
really appreciated it.

http://www.auf-spearfishing.com.au

http://usfa.com.au/

http://www.southernfreedivers.org.au/




